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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Examiner 


Group An Unit 


— TTie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address--' 


Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 


MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 


- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a), In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will t>e considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified atx)ve, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 


Status 


X Responsive to connnnunlcation(s) filed on _ 
^^*^^is action is FINAL 

Ij Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) 


Of the above claim(s) 

~] Claim(s) 

Claim(s)— — — 
Claim(s) — — 
laim(s) — 


Application Papers 

: See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
N^he proposed drawing correction, filed on ^y ^ ^ 

_ is V approved disapproved. 
^^The drawing(s) filed on ^tR jLj p^^ objected to by the Examiner. 

%Jhe specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

All Some* None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
^ received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 


. is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 


received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

Attachment(s) 


Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s), 

Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 


Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

Other 


Office Action Summary 


U. S. Patent arxl Trademartt Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 


Part of Paper No._ 


10. 


•u s GPO: 1998-454-457/97505 



ApplicatioivControl Number: 09 657.179 I'a^- - 

Art Unit: 2817 

The disclosure is objecled to because oflhe IoIIowiiil: intoniialiliCN: Noie that ihc iclcrX 
labels need to be indi\'idually described in the "fig 2" description. SiniilarK . in I il! 4. all 
reference labels except|410, 415-418. 421 ) should be described in ihc co^rc^polKllnLl 
specification description. Ilo\ve\er the abo\e objections as well as like obicctii^ns can be 
obviated if applicant's include a statement in the specification thai indicates hke reference laheK 
in different drawing figures pertain to one in the same element as described in other r draw m^i 
figures. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 13 has been objected to since "constructed in" should be rewniien as -nipriscd 
of — for a better characterization. 

fhe text of those sections of Title 35. I'.S. Code not included m this action can be louiki 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1.2.3.4.5-7, 10. 11: 12-14 are rejected under Tv^ I '.S.C. I ():( b) as bciiiL: clcai 1\ 
anticipated by Ajioka. 

Ajioka (fig. 4) discloses a conductive plate wheiein a phiralii\ of branched wavcLiuide 
groo\es or channels ^80) are machined into such a plaie as to define o\eiiappmL! waxcLiuide 
branch channels (i.e. one \va\ eguide channel o\ er another waxcLiuide channel i. Note that liie 
ON'erlapping branch \va\eguide channels are in eleciromagneiic communicaiioii \ la ai leasi 
straight line slot coupling aperture (81. 83) at ends ot^ihe tuerlapping \\a\eLiuides i c see Iil: 
lb) and which are oriented at a right angle relali\e to the pro|xigatu>n diieciion oi each 
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\\a\eguidc. Also e\idenl from fig. lb is that the direction ot piojXiyaiion in ihc ic>pccii\e 
o\crlapping \\a\cguidcs arc in opposite (i.e. dilTcrcnt) diI■ccllon^. RegaidniLi clanus 12-14. luuc 
that fig. la which incorporates the Ajioka branch \\a\eguidc ai-iangemeni l^ usable ui anienna 
applications especialh' with waxes having a particular polari/alion (e.g. see the backgioLind o\ 
the inx ention and the summarv of the in\'ention). 

Claims 8. 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejecled ba.sc ehiim. hul noukt be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of" the Mniitaiions ol the Ixise claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground! s) orreieclion picsenied in thiN 
Otllce action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADK FINAL. See \\V\ V ^t)(..()Ma). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time polic>' as set lorih in }7 C\ R 1 . 1 3()(a). 

A shortened statutor}' period for repl>' to this final action is set to e.xpiie 1! IRI I 
MONddlS from the mailing date of this action. In diee\cni a fu st repl\ in filed \Mthin I W n 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this fmal action and the ad\ isor\ action in noi mailed uniil atiei 
the end of the 'fHREH-MONTl 1 shortened statulor\ period, ihen the shoiiened siauitoi\ peiiod 
will expire on the date the advisor\- action is mailed, and an\ extension tee puisuani to .'^^ CI K 
1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the ad\ isvua action. In no e\ eiu. hii\\e\ ei . 
will the statutory period tor repl> expire later than SIX Ml )\ 11 IS Iroiii the date ol this tniai 
action. 
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Anv inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Heiin\ 1 ce al lelephu 
number (703) 308-4902. 
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